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έΩbŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƴƻǊ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎΩ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ 

τAzerbaijani folk saying, excerpted from The Cuisine of Karabakh: Recipes, Memories, and Dining 

Tradiǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ȊŜǊōŀƛƧŀƴΩǎ /ǊŀŘƭŜ ƻŦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

An Auspicious Launch 

In just a half year, the Karabakh Foundation has managed to accomplish a place of distinction among 

WashingtonΣ 5Φ/ΦΩs many superb cultural institutions. 

We have attracted our intended audienceτAmericans seeking to learn about Azerbaijan and the Caucasusτand 

ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜŘ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ άŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎΦέ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ with the U.S. Library 

ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƳƛǘƘǎƻƴƛŀƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ research and programming facilities. 

We have ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƎƴƻǎŎŜƴǘƛΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ Iƛƭƭ ǎǘŀŦŦŜǊǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΦ Φ Φ Φ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ 

a cookbook already at the publishers, set to delight readers and to expand American notions of world cuisine! 

.ǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ŦŀǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5Φ/Φ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ 

ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ YŀǊŀōŀƪƘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

give Azerbaijani and Caucasus their iƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘǳŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ formed friendships with the young people who will 

inherit the global workplace. 

Through our Azerbaijani Radio Hour and our Azerbaijani Documentary Project, we reach literally millions of 

people from many backgrounds, on a regular basis. Supporters such as the Allaverdy Foundation ($5,000 

received from the prominent Mr. Constantine Sidamon-Eristoff, originally from the Caucasus) and a generous 

grant of exhibition space from the Potomac Electric Power Company (PEPCO) have supported our desire to 

expand cultural understanding to include Azerbaijan and the Caucasus. 

Our work to share the cultural riches of Azerbaijan and the 

Caucasus has only just begun. A glance at our 2011 calendar reveals a 

ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ άƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀt will forever change 

American perspectives on that part of the world. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Adil Baguirov, Ph.D. 

Co-Founder and Chair, Board of Directors 

Prof. Hamlet Isakhanli, Ph.D. 

Co-Founder and Member, Board of Directors  

Dr. John Vafai, Ph.D. 

Co-Founder and Member, Board of Directors 
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άAzerbaijanτǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 

 

Putting Azerbaijan on the Map 

Each time I hear that question I feel that the Karabakh Foundation has moved forward. As an American, this is 

the question that started me on my ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƎƻΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ !ȊŜǊōŀƛƧŀƴ ƛƴ 

my cultural repertoire, including my memory bank of old Hollywood movies. The country and the broader region 

were just missing from my mental database. 

Now I recognize the questionτand instinctual lunge for a good mapτis a 

great sign. It underscores American readiness, indeed eagerness, to learn 

ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ άŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ Lǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ 

point for introducing Azerbaijan and the Caucasus. And while we stand over 

the map with our slightly bemused program participants, we get to watch a 

cultural fascination take root and start to bloom. 

Most gratifying to me in six months as Executive Director of the Karabakh 

Foundation has been the formation of a Karabakh Foundation community. 

hǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ άƴŜǿōƛŜǎέτmostly Americans 

who want to understand Azerbaijan and the Caucasus. Our community also features Azeri Americans eager to 

share Azeri culture with others, including their own children. The eagerness actually to engage with the 

cultureτto speak to the musicians, to ask about the 

photographs, to listen to the artistsτhas been amazing to 

watch. 

We have seen many of the same faces and several of our 

events, always showing an eagerness to participate.  

As an American, I am especially proud of our growing 

community. I am proud of our open-mindedness and interest. 

But I am even more delighted by our embrace of a shared 

vision. We see a tomorrow ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀƴŘ 

Azerbaijani children play and work in an atmosphere of 

greater understanding. 

With warm regards, 

Diana Cohen Altman 

Executive Director  
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!Ǌǘκ!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ω aǳǎƛŎ ω CƛƭƳ ω ¢ŜȄǘƛƭŜǎκwǳƎǎ ω /ǳƛǎƛƴŜ ω [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ω [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
ω .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ .ǊƛŘƎŜǎ 

τtƛƭƭŀǊǎΣ YŀǊŀōŀƪƘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 
  

ά¢ƘŜ YŀǊŀōŀƪƘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ !ȊŜǊōŀƛƧŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀǳŎŀǎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
YŀǊŀōŀƪƘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ȊŜǊōŀƛƧŀƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ŎƻŀƭŜǎŎƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ 
CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 

τaƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ YŀǊŀōŀƪƘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 

  

2010: An Ambitious Start . . . 

The Karabakh Foundation recognizes that it must serve as 

more than a traditional cultural foundation. Because 

knowledge of Azerbaijan and the Caucasus is so limited in 

the United States, the Foundation first must build a 

foundation. In 2010, the Foundation emphasized 

personal relationships with individuals and communities 

throughout the United States and Canada. Programs 

emphasized fundamental understanding of the 

geography of the Caucasus. Friendships formed during 

this year have created a sound basis on which to build 

public understanding. 

By serving as a kind ƻŦ άǾƛǊǘǳŀƭέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ-based 

community center, the Foundation has helped to forge 

critical bonds between Azeri-Americans and other Americans.  

The Foundation cultivates Azeri-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŀǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

time, Foundation staff has sought out and incorporated non-Azeri American perspectives. For example, cultural 

historian Cheryl Kempler, a one-time Metropolitan Opera employee, spoke about Azerbaijani musical icon 

¦ȊŜȅƛǊ IŀƧƛōŜȅƻǾ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜnt, An Azerbaijani Evening. The interplay of insider and outsider 

ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ άYŀǊŀōŀƪƘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέτa community in 

which young Azeri-Americans can learn ancestral traditions and young non-Azeri Americans can grow up with 

Azerbaijan within their portfolio of cultural awareness. 
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The Foundation also helps to nurture a community of artists, in part by presenting a series of art exhibitions. 

Lƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ YŀǊŀōŀƪƘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ emphasis on primary sources and one-on-one connections, the 

Foundation has launched the Azerbaijani Documentary Project. The ADP captures 1) oral-history interviews of 

and 2) material artifacts from individuals with connections to Azerbaijan. The end result of the ADP is formation 

of an Azerbaijani Documentary Archive, which the Foundation has initiated.  

From the Asia Society http://asiasociety.org/centers/washington-dc to the Corcoran Gallery 

http://www.corcoran.org/ to the Mexican Cultural Institute http://portal.sre.gob.mx/imw/ to the Goethe 

Institut http://www.goethe.de/ins/us/was/enindex.htm, the Karabakh Foundation enjoys strong bonds with its 

Washington, D.C., cultural colleagues. The Foundation has focused on relationships with like-minded institutions 

ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ άŀŦŦƛƴƛǘȅ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎΦέ  

¢ƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏultural community and affinity groups has allowed staff to learn 

from existing models and to adapt successes. Particularly evident in a tight economy is the need to adapt to the 

attitudes, behaviors, needs, and wants of audiences. 

The Karabakh Foundation continually updates its planning documents to reflect audience responses to its 

programs. The Foundation also tests programming concepts via informal polling of stakeholders during smaller 

events. Through such analytical processes, and the use of Web metrics (see Appendix B attachment), Foundation 

management is developing a set of metrics that continue to inform programmatic directions. 

¢ƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ άǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎέ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ .ǳǘ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 

Foundation activities is an abiding attention to audiences. 
  

http://asiasociety.org/centers/washington-dc
http://portal.sre.gob.mx/imw/
http://www.goethe.de/ins/us/was/enindex.htm
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Foundation Activities and Programs 

  
July 

Azerbaijan Visit 

Visit of Karabakh 

Foundation staff to 

Azerbaijan leading to 

alliances with cultural 

officials and other 

facilitators for the 

Foundation mission. 

Resulted in publication of 

ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ά! /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ !ƴƎƭŜ ƻƴ 

!ȊŜǊōŀƛƧŀƴέ ōȅ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ Director Diana Cohen Altman in Zaman 

newspaper, July 30, 2010 http://www.todayszaman.com/news-217624-

109- opinion-a-cultural-angle-on-azerbaijan.html, and publication ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ 

CƛǊŜ YŜŜǇŜǊέ ōȅ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ !ƴŘǊŜŀ /ƻƴǊŀŘƻ ŘŜ {ƻǳȊŀ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ōƭƻƎǎΦ 

 August 

Web Launch 

Launched: www.KarabakhFoundation.org: beginnings of a one-stop shop for learning about Azebaijani heritage, 

history, and culture and ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ mission. Web site has attracted numerous queries 

from individuals seeking to contribute to Foundation programs. See Appendix B attachment for statistics about 

Web site visitation. 

  
  

http://www.karabakhfoundation.org/
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September 

Uzeyir 

Hajibeyov 

Birthday 

Celebration 

An Azerbaijani 

Cultural 

Evening 

Honoring the 

Birthday of 

Azerbaijani 

Cultural Figure 

Uzeyir 

Hajibeyov 

(1885-1948). 75 

attendees, 

including about 

10 children, 

experienced the 

music of Uzeyir 

Hajibeyov with 

context 

provided by 

Azerbaijani 

journalist Shafag Mehraliyeva and former Metropolitan Opera cultural historian Cheryl Kempler. 

Washington-area resident Behrouz Farrokhi, who is self taught, stunned the audience with his singing to 

IŀƧƛōŜȅƻǾΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛŎ ƳǳǎƛŎ. Windows, a leading Washington, D.C., caterer created special Azerbaijani-style 

dishes.  
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Attendees ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

¦ȊŜȅƛǊ IŀƧƛōŜȅƻǾΩǎ мнрth birthday included 

several well known Washington, D.C., cultural 

figures and journalists. 

October 

Turkish Festival 

Participated as sponsor of annual Washington, 

D.C., Turkish Festival, which reached more than 

15,000 visitors within sight of the U.S. Capitol. 

Recognized as sponsor on Festival Web site at 

http://www.turkishfestival.org/turkish-

festival/festival-sponsors.aspx. Received donation of 

photography services from Georgetown University 

new media program. 

Left: Karabakh Foundation Project Manager Farzin 

Farzad with Foundation volunteer Behrouz Farrokhi 

at the 2010 Turkish Festival. 

Azerbaijani Documentary Project 

Launched: Azerbaijani Documentary Project. 

Interviewed dozens of individuals with connections to 

Azerbaijan, forming an archive of oral histories for use 

by researchers and incorporation into exhibits and other 

public presentations. Interviews include an Azerbaijani 

Member of Parliament and an Azerbaijani war hero. 

http://www.turkishfestival.org/turkish-festival/festival-sponsors.aspx
http://www.turkishfestival.org/turkish-festival/festival-sponsors.aspx
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Archive Launch 

Accepted a donation of 

Azerbaijani coins and stamps for 

exhibition purposes from 

renowned coin collector Joel 

Forman. A senior member of the 

American Society of Appraisers, 

Mr. Forman is proprietor of JLF 

Appraisal Services, advisor to 

major museums, and an expert 

witness on matters pertaining to 

coinsΦ aǊΦ CƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ Ǉǳōƭic-

outreach efforts include the 

display of a rare, complete 

collection of Palestine coins. 

Staff has archived the Azerbaijani 

coins and will use the coins as 

the basis of an online historical 

exhibition about Azerbaijan. 

Ultimately the Foundation aims to display the coins 

to demonstrate Azeri culture through material 

culture. The Boston University Center for Digital 

Imaging Arts at Georgetown University has donated 

3D animation services toward the development of 

a cutting-edge Web site showcasing this significant 

coin collection. 

Karabakh Photo Displays 

Karabakh: Photographs of Home exhibition at two 

different exhibition venues in Washington, D.C. 

Introduced visitors to history, culture, and life in 

Karabakh via photographs drawn from numerous sources in Azerbaijan. This rare comprehensive glimpse of 

Karabakh before its occupation by Armenian forces in the 1990s attracted visitors from as far away as the 

United Kingdom. 

Several young people attended the Studio Gallery exhibition opening during Open Gallery Afternoon in the 

trendy Dupont Circle neighborhood. Audiences included several young people participating in the series of 

ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻƴŦƭŜǳǊ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ 
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.ƭŀƴƪǎǇŀŎŜ {9 ŀ ƴŜǿ άŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ Ǉƻp-ǳǇ ǎǇŀŎŜΣέ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŀƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Foundation for reaching out in this new arts center.  

Azerbaijani Radio Hour: The Voice of the Karabakh Foundation 

Launched: Azerbaijani Radio Hour: The Voice of the 

Karabakh Foundation, ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŀŘƛƻ 

program dedicated to all aspects of Azerbaijani culture 

reaches millions every week via its radio broadcast. The 

first and only program of its kind, the Azerbaijani Radio 

Hour reaches an unlimited audience via show postings 

on the Web. In 2011 the Azerbaijani Radio Hour: The 

Voice of the Karabakh Foundation expects to reach 

thousands of new listeners via broadcast in Vancouver 

in Canada. 

Radio topics to date have included Azerbaijani cooking 

traditions that could be adapted for Thanksgiving, the 

important 

role of Azerbaijan in 

world cinema, and ethnic 

holiday traditions and customs in 

Azerbaijan. 
  



Karabakh Foundation Annual Report  ήάέά
 

 ДД

 
 

November  

Art Works Display Highlighting Azerbaijani Identity 

The Way Home: Pathways from Azerbaijan exhibition of 

paintings by Azerbaijani-born Washington, D.C., painter 

Shahin Shikhaliyev. Visitors experienced artistic views of 

Azeri identity and also interacted with the artist, whose 

broad-based experience as a working artist include 

extensive outreach projects. Mr. Shikhaliyev has also 

directed video and multimedia projects, including TV 

shows and documentaries as well as designed and 

illustrated several books and publications for clients such 

as UNICEF, the Office of the President of the Azerbaijan 

Republic, and BP. He has been teaching art in the 

Washington, D.C., metropolitan area since 2000 at the 

Smithsonian Associates, H Street Studio, and Spectrum 

Art Studio. 

The opening reception for this art exhibition brought together a diverse community of artists, writers, art 

students, and educators. Attendees discussed opportunities to work together as an educational and artistic 

community within Washington, D.C.  
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December 

National Geographic 

Publication of Letter to the Editor by Executive Director 

Diana Cohen Altman in December 2010 National 

Geographic magazine, in response to August article about 

the coming of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railroad in Azerbaijan. 

http://www.karabakhfoundation.org/pages/news/press-

releases/ 

Capitol Hill and U.S. Department of State 

Executive Director Diana Altman participated in a panel 

discussion ƻƴ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ Iƛƭƭ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣάKarabakh factor in the 

U.S.-Azerbaijan relations and the role of the Azerbaijani-

American diasporaΦέ tŀƴŜƭ ǿŀǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ȊŜǊƛǎ 

Network and also featured Dr. Asim Mollazade, Member of 

Parliament of Azerbaijan and Deputy Chairman of its 

Foreign Affairs Committee, and Lt. Naimi Amiraliyev (U.S. 

Navy, Ret.), an Azerbaijani-American running for Delegate in 

Virginia. The meeting was attended by some 50 individuals 

including policy experts and community leaders. 

Executive Director Altman met with State Department officials charged with State programmatic oversight 

over Azerbaijan and the Caucasus. Ms. Altman also established a programmatic relationship with cultural 

officials at the U.S. Embassy in Baku to facilitate Foundation cultural programming in the 

United States. 

Azerbaijani Movie Nights with Leading 

Azerbaijani Female Director 

Airings of film The Condemned, 

highlighting social and cultural mores 

in Azerbaijan today, by leading 

Azerbaijani female film director 

Mehriban Alekperzade. The filmmaker visited the United 

States from Azerbaijan to participate in the program. 

Washington, D.C.-area residents, from community leaders 

to journalists to students, experienced the film and 

interacted with the filmmaker. The audience represented a 

mix of ages from young adult to seniors. 


